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Abbe d'Auvergne, that he had already made a daring
and fraudulent attempt to procure for him a cardi-
nalship. But the false representations which he made
in order to carry his point, having been seen through,
his attempt came to nothing, and he himself lost all
favour with the King for his deceit. He, however,
hoped to make the Abbe d'Auvergne bishop of Stras-
bourg, and was overpowered, therefore, when he saw
this magnificent prey about to escape him. The news
came upon him like a thunderbolt. It was bad enough
to see his hopes trampled under foot; it was insup-
portable to be obliged to aid in crushing them. Vexa-
tion so transported and blinded him, that he forgot the
relative positions of himself and of Madame de Soubise,
and imagined that he should be able to make the King
break a resolution he had taken, and an engagement
he had entered into. He sent therefore, as though he
had been a great man, a letter to the King, telling him
that he had not thought sufficiently upon this matter,
and raising scruples against it. At the same time he
despatched a letter to the canons of Strasbourg, full of
gall and compliments, trying to persuade them that
the Abbe de Soubise was too young for the honour
intended him, and plainly intimating that the Cardinal
de Furstenberg had been gained over by a heavy bribe                  J

paid to the Comtesse de Furstenberg. These letters
made a terrible uproar.

I was at the palace on Tuesday, March 3Oth, and
after supper I saw Madame de Soubise arrive, leading
the Comtesse de Furstenberg, both of whom posted
themselves at the door of the King's cabinet. It was
not that Madame de Soubise had not the privilege of
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